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examined, and was surprised at the knowledge of English
possessed by some of them, at the extent of their Biblical
knowledge, and at the Christian tone with which they
gave replies to questions. I asked a tall, slightly built
young man, with a most intelligent face, dressed in the
flowing white robe of his people, who had spoken with
what struck me as the accent of conviction, " Are you a
Christian?" to which he replied, " Yes; in heart; but I
fear persecution." To this subject of schools I shall
have often occasion to revert in the course of my
reminiscences.
During my stay in Calcutta I had much pleasant inter-
course with missionaries ;of different Societies. I was
the guest of Mr. Boaz, afterwards Dr. Boaz, of Union
Chapel, by whom I was treated with much kindness.
Mr. Gogerly had been my fellow-passenger to India, Mr.
Lacroix and Mr. Piffard were, at that time, the senior
missionaries of our Society in Calcutta. Both were
admirable men. Mr. Piffard was a gentleman of property,
who devoted himself to missionary work, and laboured
for many years most*faithfully, without requiring to take,
and without taking, any salary from the Society. A
short time afterwards he was suddenly carried off by
cholera. Sir. Lacroix lived for many years. I had the
pleasure of meeting him in my visits to Calcutta, and in
his visits to the North-west, and also of frequent corre-
SfKmdence with him. He was esteemed and loved as few
have been, He was a man with a commanding presence,
tall and well-built, and had a geniality of manner which
won all hearts. He spoke and wrote English remarkably
well, with a slight foreign accent and sprightliness, an
eJan^ as our French friends call it, which told of his
French birth and upbringing. He had a thorough